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13 Jun~ 1946 

SUBJECT: Mission of the 58th Bombardment Wing 

'lID: Commanm.ng General, Strategic Air COlIl!'land, Bolling Field, D.C. 

1 • .. This headquarters has approved the concept, as described in the 
attached charts, of one VH Wing being the initial unit of the atomic 
striking force of the AI"'Y Air ·Forces. The mi ssion of this Wing and other 
Wings to follow is for this unit to be capable of immediate and sustained 
VLR offensive operations in any part of the world, either independently or 
in cooperation with land and naval forces, utilizing the latest and most 
advanced weapons. As an additional mission of this Wing, assistance must 
be given the Manhattan District in the air testing phases of its mission 
and provisions made for Army Air Forces Uai_son with the' Manhattan District 
on policies pertaining to the use of atomic bombs and .information pertaining 
thereto. As will be noted in the attached chart (Tab A), the StrategiC Air 
COtlllland will eventually pass this portion of .its mission .to the· Air Materiel 
Command. The time of such transition of mission ' is dependent upon the 
speed and facility with which the Strategic Air Command can absorb suffi­
cient information on the atomic bomb to fulfill the mission of tactical 
efficiency in the employment of the atomic bomb. 

2. The follOWing action has been taken by this headquarters to effect 
the organization of the 58th Wing: 

a. Adjutant General letters have been published establishing this 
~ing at 100% strength in accordance with organization attached as Tab B. 

b. Preparation of training directives to the Strategic Air Com­
mand setting forth the training requirements to govern in this Wing's 
operation" 

c •. Preparation of the necessary requirements program to supply 
proper equipment, Silverplate and otherwise, to organize the Wing in 
accordance with Tab A. 

d. Necessary action to establish tre screening priority to assign 
all personnel available now partiCipating in the Crossroads Project to the 
Strategic Air Command on pennanent change of station. 
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J. It iEii,-..,cted thllt thA :Otrate"ic Ai,. t;O"ll'l~lld sub.:. t a Don thl;r 
report to tl::':;: heac.quartf!rs -(ntt eo..ctl.on : ,,\./::/1\S-3 ) ccnc('r~lin{:r thA manrlin?, 
tr?.i;1i:l"" anc. ov ·'· .. ·all ~roqrAss o!"> t his unj.t . Fcu~ti.cul2.r er1p h.e.~i s ~hou.ld 

~e olaced on any 0i:'f'icul t;r crisinr: from ·lack of persOJ1liid , lllck of 
equipnent., or I t'1ck 07
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