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fEB 26 !S48 
SUBJEC'rt The Unite-d States Air Force and Atomic Warfare 

TO I Commanding General. 
Strategic Air Command 
Andren Field 
Washington 2), D.C. 

1. I intend in this letter to make known to you JJTj' conrlctiI1lnB 
on the !!leaning of atomic W8r.fare to the United States Air Force; in 
oonsequence of I!ty convictions, I intend further in this letter to 
state a cotll'!Ie ot actiOI1. 

2. The liaUonal security hinges on the capabUityof the United 
States Air Foroe to wage sustained atomic wari'ar&. O~ through the 
deaisi-ve W98 of atomic weapons' een the Al'!Ile4 Forces of the United 
states oops to datest the USSR. Only the United States Ail' Force is 
capable ot l'eaching the targets, the destruction of which Clan bring 
decision. 

,3. ill ot us Jlmst realise that atomic wapons have given to the 
United States Air Force a capab1Uty in comparison with th8 capabilitie'fl 
of the convenUon&l weapons of World War TlIIO out of all proportion to 
the coflt in men, materiel and money. There is moh loose reference 
to the atoDd,c bemb as an expensiw weapon. The tact is that., properly 
employed imd well aimed, the atom1c bomb is a cheap weapon; _ well 
pla.ced bomb caD destroy alJD:>st ~ individual targe-t 1n t.he world. 
With this in Jdnd, ;von w1ll undentand the gravity ot our obligation, 
the neIl8ss1ty to get. ready at once for the e'¥l3ntuality of atomic 
nrfarel both ofiensive and defensive. 

4. In the past., security regulations have operated to hinder 
Air Force partiCipation in the Atomic Energy Pl'Qgram. Now, ho_ver~ 
the machinery for obtaining information is &Stabllshed and vork1ng. 
All 1nterested agencies of the lli Force =t utie that l!Ie.chinery. 
We are not us1Dg it; effectiVely MI!. 
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s. I therefore cHreet that all CO!!llllsnds and all staff agencies 
grad the highest priority to prapara.t1on for IlUstained atolld.e warfare, 
offenaive 8lld defeuiva, and further that ... bef)O_ eapable of 1I'IIgiJIg 
effeotbll aUlId.o warf'are 88 soon 88 is hUmanly possible. 

r.C 3 .... J. 
Gl 'rAC 
CG '~{C 

CC !il1r 
~G AT1~ 

G ~ 
CG :FC 

G J.~ 

CARL spun 
Chief of sterr, United States Air Foree 
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