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., JOINT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

D IRE C T I V E 

15 August 1946 
~Reiesued 7 October 1946 

FORMATION OF A O()AMITTEE ON AT~IC ENEaGY 

ORGANIZATION 

1. The Committee on Atomic Energy is eetablished a9 snagency of the Joint 
Research and Development Board (JRDB) in order that the charter of the 
Board may be implemented in the field o£ atomic energy. 

OBJECTIVE 

2. The fundamental purpose of tbe Committee on Atpmio Energy shall be the 
cont1nuing st~y, evaluat~on, improvement, and allocat~on of reeearch 
and development programs of military applications of atpmic energy in re
lation to the overall aima of the nat~onal defenae effort, and to the 
available and potential ecientH!c information, in order that optimum cop
tribut~on may be made tpWard tile miesioll of tbe Armed Servicee. 

MEMBERSHIP 

3. The Committee on Atomic Energy shell cons ist of 

a. Three civilian members, including ~be cheirmen, appointed by the cheir
man of the JRDB • 

.l!. Three membsrs appointed by t~ Secretary of War • 

.£. Three members appointed by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Members shall eerve for 8 term of one year, or until their succeseore 
are appointed. (To provide close 11a1-o0n of this Cotm\ittee with the 
At"",ic Energy CommIsSion, it Is considered desirable that whenever 
poSSible, membere of the Military Liaison Committee be desfgnated as 
members of the Committee on Atomic Energy). 

4,. A deputy tp subetitJlte witb plenary powers for each member ehell be 
deeignated by the appropriate appointing aut 110rit 1/'. Appo'intmenta of 
mombere of tile Committees and tlleir deputiee , are subject to the approval\ 
of tile Board. 

PROCEDURE 

:I. The Committee on Atomic Energy shell be encouraged tp function as an 
independent enHty witl11n tile limits of its terms ot reference. In 
accordance lI'itl1 the Rules of the Board the Committee is authorized: 
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~. To employ professional and crtller personnel as necessary tp discr~rge 
its responsibilities under a bl\dget authorized -by tile Board through 
ita Execut~ve Secretp.ry. 

b. To establish its own administrative procedures. 

Q. To organize its own secretariat. 

d. To e·stabHsh such support~ng panels and conSUltant agencies as it 
may ".quire. 

6. The ExecuUve Secretllry is designated tp aot fOr tile Board in administra
tive, budgetsry, personnel and procedural metters in relat~onehips betl'een 
the committee and tile JRDB. 

7. In order that tha Conrnittee may fulfill 8B8ent~al ~unet~one 

!. as an intormat~ve agency, 

l!. as a re !JresentllUve agency providing full con:siderat~on of viewpo int 8 
of active operat~ng agencies, 

~. as an execut~ve and jUdicial agency, 

a major agency of tile Army and Navy having direot, interest in tile functions 
of tile Committee, and ncrt,represented by a regular membe~ maY deeignate a 
qualified representaUve t ·o act as an aesociate member as specified by 
t)l~ Rules of tile Board. 

B. Action of t)le Conmittl>e shall be effectuated in accordance with the Rules 
of OrganizaUon and Procedure of tile Board. 

rERIf) OF REFERENCE 

9. III pursuit of its stat!3d objective under the charter of 'ha Board, tile 
COmmittee on Atpmic Energy shall: 

!!. (1) Obtllin complete information as required on progress, progrsms, plans, 
and budgets in tbe field of military applications of atomic energy, 
consiaering informaUon from United Statss and foreign sources. 

A' .0 
(2) Obtain throup:h the Policy Council of the JRDB infonnation ·on 

such aspects of overall planning for naUonsl defenee as maybe 
needed in formulat~ng an adequate at~ic energy program. 

~ • . Analyze and evaluate this information in order tD 

(1) Foous cODstl'nt · emphasis upon the major goals and mjor problem 
in the field of milit"ry application of atpmic energy. 

(2) Assess the adequacy of programs and plans directpd toward solving 
these problem and achieving tllese goala, including consideration 
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of tbe merit, and effectiveness with wbich individual project~ 
and programs are handled. 

(3) Determine tbe presence of undesirable duplicat~on of effort in 
the field of military applications of atpmic energy. with due 
regard to the responsibilitw for fostering competition where 
tbe added progress achieved tbereby justifies tPe added expense. 

(4') Determine the presence of eerious gaps whicb exIst in the 
pro~ram. 

(5) (lsseBs the adequacy of facilit~es. personnel and equipment 
cw;orently available and estimate future require~ntp. 

(6) Appraise the degree of coordination in programs for military 
application of atpmic energy in~ludiI18 that reflected in 
budget requests. 

£. (1) Present surveye. informaUve studies and digests of .",eneral 
value • 

(2) 
(P~ 

Inform the Policy Council of JRDB 8S to the impHcations 
upon plans, operations and strategy of new weapons, equipment 
and hcbniques in the field of atomic energy. 

Inform the JRDB of such findings as it may require to implement 
ita chartpr in the field of atpmic energy. 

~. In accordance with regular procedures of tPe Board: 

(1) Determine policies for increasing the effect~veness with which 
research and development in the field of atomic energy will 
contTibut., to st'rong and unified nat,ional defense. 

(2) Allocate. and when desirable reallocate. responaibllitw 
bet."een tJ,le Sarv iC6s for research and developmsnt projects 
in the field of atpmic energy and for new act~vities within 
tlle field which should rece ive emphasis. considering 
optimum employment of personnel and fac 11 it ies, relaUve 
import~nce. operational and tactical requirements. new 
developmentp, and relative skill and effectjvenes8 in 
conduct of projectp. 

(3) Specify means whereby'maximum advant~ge may be taken of 
orit~cal resources and new advances. solut~on of problems 
may be speeded. undesirable duplication. wast.a or neglect may be 
avoided. and liaison. cooperation and direct, dealing among 

agenoles may be furtbered. 
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10. The Committe.e on Atomic Energy shall funcUon in cloee collaboration 
with the Military Liaison Committee of the Atpmic Energy COlmlis9ion, 
and witpin the limit~ of legiBlaUve procedureB eBtabliBBed by tile 
Congress. 

By. direct~on of tl>e Board: 

~~~.(~.-
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L. V. BERKNER 
Execut~ve Secret~ry 
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