—TUP-SECRET—

HEADQUARTERS, TWENTIETH AIR FORCE
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL,
WASHINGTON 13, D, G,

8 August 1945

MEMCRANDUM S -

SUBJECT: DAMAGE ASSESSMENT OF HIRCSHIMA
FIRST ATOMIC BOMB NISSION
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1, The attached photograph bas indicated on it in red, des- / EREN
truction of areas and apeciﬁ.c targets as listed. .‘_\,A‘i."':
2. Deatroyed areas dre considered to be those in which all
buildings with the exception of a few concrete buildings, are com-
pletely destroyed.

of
3. The average maximm radiusidamage as indicated in blue,
is approximately 9500 feat in radius from the point of impact.
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_TOP-SECRET

SPECIAL TELETYFE CONFERENCE
HEID 7 AUGUST 1945 AT 1500 EWr

T
FRESENT IN WASEINGTON$ FRESENT IN GUAM:

COLONEL W, P. FISHER COLONEL BLANCHARD

NAJOR J. A, IERRY COLOMEL KTRKPATRICK
FISHER: CANNOT OVER-EMPHASIEE URGENCY HERE FOR RESULTS OF ATOMIC BOMB

ATTACK O HIROSHIMA, HAVE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT PHOTOGRAFHS BEEN
OBTAINED AND IF SO WHEN SHOULD THEY ARRIVE HERE? PLEASE GIVE
NOW AS COMPLETE 4 REPORT AS POSSIBLE ON RESULTS AS NOW KNOWN
USING ETTHER VISUAL OR PHOTOGRAFHIC INFORMATION AVAILABLE, OFEN
TELECQN CIRCUIT IMMEDIATELY WHEN ANY INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE
BECOMES AVAILABIE. THIS IS MOST URGENT.

BLANCHARD: POST STRIKE FHOTOS JUST ARRIVED, HAVE NOT BEEN THORCUGHLY ANALYZED
YET. UNTIL FIVE MINUTES AGO WE WERE UNABLE TO GIVE YOU ANY MORE
DETAILS THAN FURNISHED LAST NIGHT., AN OFFICER COURIER WILL DEPART
GUAM IN A FEW HOURS FOR SFECIAL DELIVERY OF ALL STRIXE AND FOST
STRIKE PHOTOGRAPHS, CAPTAIN CARRUTHERS ACTS 4S COURIER,
PRELIMINARY SUMMARY FOLLOWS: ' MISSION DEFINITELY COMPLETELY
SUCCESSPUL, AREAS OF EXTREME DESTRUCTION EXTENDS TO THE RIVER
ON THE EAST OF THE CITY TO THE EASTERN FORK OF THE WESTERN MOST
RIVER BORTH TO THE NORTHERN FORKS OF THE RIVER SOUTH TO A POINT
JUST ABOVE DOCK ARFES, TNO FIRES STILL BURNING IN NORTHWESTERN
SECTION OF CITY, BOMB WAS APPARENTLY PLACED ON PLANNED POINT OF
IMPACT, COMPLETE® PHOTO INTERPRETATION WILL BE READY IN TEEEE
HOURS. APPROKIMATELY 4.1 BQUARE MYLES OF CITY DESTROYED, OR 60
PERCENT OF BUILT UP AREA OF CITY WHICH TOTALIED 6,9 SQUARE MILES,
CONSIPERABIE DAMAGE OUTSIDE THEIR AREA INTERPRETATION UNFINISHED,
LOCK FOR NEXT REPGRT IN ABOUT TWO HOURS, NO SHIPPING AT DOCKS
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BLANCEARD 1
{Contimmed)

FISHER:

FISHER:

BLANCHARD :

FISHER:

BLANCHARD

AYD (NLY ONE SHIP QUT IN HARBOR THAT CAN BE SEEN ON PHOTOS.

SEVERAL SMALL BOATS AND HAWBOR CRAFT IN HARBOR. THAT IS ALL
WE HAVE HERE NOW.

REQUIRE CLARIFICATION OF EASTERN BOUNDARY. DO YOU MEAN THE
RIVER JUST EAST OF THE CITY OR THE BRANCH MAKING A BIG CURVE
WAY TO THE EAST? WHAT WAS THE ATMING POINT? ARE THERE ANY
SIGNS OF ACTIVITYI? ABE ANY TRAINS IN OPERATION? CAN YOU
GOMMENT ON THE DAMAGE TO THE OUTSKIRTS?

WE MEAN RIVER JUST EAST OF THE CITY WHICH RUNS STRAIGHT UF FROM
THE BAY, AIMING POINT WAS THE PORK OF THE CENTRAL TWO RIVERS,
KO SIGNS OF ACTIVITY OBSERVED. NO TRAINS SEEN IN OPERATION.
DAMAGE TO OUZSKIRTS WILL BE FURNISHED AFTER MORE DETAILED
ANALYSIS.

AFTER DAMAGE ASSESSMENT REP(RT MUST HAVE ALSO THE SCHEDULED
READINESS DATE, PLANNED TIME OF ATTACK, AND TARGETS OF THE NEXT

- 509th STRIKE; NOT FRACTICE MISSION BUT NEXT STRIKE.

IN REPLY TO YOUR QUESTIONs NEXT SCHEDULED TAKECFF TIME IS
09/1700% (09/1900 EWr; 10/0200 THEATER TINE) WITH TIME OF
ATTACK AT 09/23158 (09/1915 EWr; 10/0815 THEATER TIME) AGAINST
ONE OF THRYE AREAS (NAGASARI, KOKURA, NIIGATA) CLEARFD, IEPEND=-
IRG ON BEST WEATHFR,

WE ANTICIPATE THAT AUTHORITY TO CLEAR PRESS MATERIAL WILL BE
PASSED TO THE THEATER WITHIN 4 KATTER OF HOURS. 1OOK FOR 4
TELECON OR 4 RADIO GIVING YOU CLEARANCE IN THIS MATTER. THAT
IS ALL THAT WE HAVE FROM THIS END.

ALL IRFORMATION WILL BE AVAIIABLE BY 07/230(E.
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THE ¥AXING OF AN EXACT COPY
OF THIS XESSAGE, A¥p ITSY

TRANSNISSION IN LITERAL PLAIN | | |NGOM|NG MESSAGE 0C/5 OPRS

TEXT ARE AUTHORIZED SUBJECT

SECTION INITIALS

CHIEF OF
STAPY

BC/8 PRA
TO NORNAL PROCEDURE FOR THE CLASSIFTCAT 0N : f———
SAFEGUARDING OF XILITARY ; Be/u THE
; PR SECRTT ;
INFORNATION. =~ ‘ A0
TELECON NSG NO, SUBTRCT DATE
. T: 115 LA ; oS ‘] -,“ = N
FH.08-01 SUPPLEMBNT TO SPECIAL DAWAGE ASSEZSEMENT | ?Q}il 8 Auguse 19L5
3 PRY 391 FLOWN 7 AUGUST 1945 us ?

TO:

INPO: FROM:
NS 7 (REARY T 7
COL SGENTSASTAL (l-ﬂ:.‘iﬂ) WASH COHCENAAF 20 CUAY

SRS ¢ GUAM
COMCENUSASTAT GUAM ttention Gen. Horstzd

ATHCR 53L1 .

0800202

8,30~T35 Army Transport Bage - 25 percent destroyed. ,
Fifteer warsnousg-type bukddings along the wwstern quay are cis..nagedt 5 of these
bulldings have guited damnge, Tho others scem to be distorted. Ecny' riles of-
open atores in the quay area hsave besn strewn about. Soven office ¢ vpe buildk
in the N part of the plant are destroyed., Some 30 barracks-itype buildings aroct
the large antisireraft compound are dosbroyat. The south western part of ithe
plend 35 obséured by clouds. (12,000° - 15,000° § of PI.)

90.30-746 . hrmy Ordnance Jopot . -
Only 6% coverage. Cammobt be sssessed accurately. Two Jarge storage type build-
ings gutted. (9,000! SE of PI.). _

90.3&-73¥ Army Food Dopot - 35 percent desiroyad.

Seven emall sbore~type Hull cl.nga, 2 large -mayohousn-% ypa, obuildings and ﬂeveraW _

long store~type bulldings are destroyed. Residential aroa immediately E of Depo

is degtroyed. (12,000% S of AP.)

90,30-736  Army Clothing Dgpot ~ 85 percemt destroyed. '
Ten very leng, narrow warehouge-type buildings, 3 sew-tooth roof bulldings end
& buildings located in BW part of ths Depov are dostroyed. Two large buildings:
distorted. (10,000¢ SE of A.P.} -

90.30«740 East Hiroshima R.R. Station - 30 percont degtroyed.

Partial 24" coverage shows the Round House and Shop area to havs disappeared, :
Viestern section of the RR yard shows 2 RR sheds LG&‘LI“ﬂy“Q and some debrls on the
sracks. (10,0007 NE of A.P.)

90,30-1689 Ujina Shipbuilding Ce.

Apparently undsmaged (6,060 pards S8 of A.P.)

90.30-6055 Unidsntified inaustm 90 porcent desbroyed.
Completely wiped-out except for I warehouse type tulldings locat d inthe S parﬁ
of “he plant and 3 damaged structures pemaining in the contral p of the area,
{7,500" 8E of £.P.) :

90.30-616k  3igral Corps 2nd Co. - 2§ psrcent desursyzd.

Big‘x, ltsmg, narrow buildings distoried ~ 5 similer hulldings gubbed. {7,500% SW

of AP

90,30-6203 Kinksm Rayon ¥ill - 10 percent destroyed. o
fino small .;mn—tyn‘- buildinge destrored. One large store-iype bullding gubted.

(12,0007 SE of AP)

L R B~ |

ACTION | []C/S - DC/OPRS - DC/S P&A. -
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THE WAKING OF AN EXACT COPY

TRANSKISSION IN LITERAL PLAIN |NCOM|NG MESSAGE BC/3 orRs

TEXT ARE AUTHORIZED SUBJECT

SECTION INITIALS

CHIZF oF
THIS NESSAGE, AND ITS STATF

DC/3 PrA

TO NORWNAL PROCEDURE FOR THE TSI IFELTIOn
SAFEGUARDING OF SILITARY BC/sE THE
INFORNATION. .
TEILECON -WSG NO. susagxcy ’ DATE
Fi.08-01 Cont*d fraa Page 1 B August 1945

TO:

InFo: . FROM:

90.30-%K1 &164 - Dastwoyed (5,500' s of PI}.
90,30 =743 ~ & restangular bullding 20007 'NE of P.T is damaged bul stild stands. .
A building in a revetment 4,000° NME of PI has only roof damage (3,500% MG of PI) :
90¢30-XXT 6163 8900 South of P I, ~ Teikoku Textile ¥ill.
AL} buildings show blest damagc..
Power plant adjacent and W of XXI 4153 (8,800° S of P,I,)
Demage is not apparent. Two tail amoke stoeks remain standing.
Rivers: In general the rivers, around bridges are clogged with debris and snlmuered :
anall boats. . In several places the river banks mre ¢aved in.
Demaged Bridges: Distance measured from center of bridge to probable pelnt of irnpact,
Bridges are locgted as follows on XXI BQRCOH Litho-YMosaic, Hiroshima Area,
Targa’r. 90,30 Urbams C
050104 ~ About 3/4 of bridge missing, N end (Bridgs about 4,750' from probeble impact)
Debris lodged on E side of bridge. S '
058107 ~ Large bridge secema to be shattered but still intact. Debris lodged at bend
of .river Hast of bridges. Bridges ebout 4,000° from prokable impact, h
064113 ~ large -hole in west cide of bridge. (4bout 4,700! from probable impact.
Splintsrad boats in river west of bridgs.
063098 ~ Debris on bridge, bué is still intack {sbout 900’ from probable l.mpact)
Benks of river caved in just nerth of thie bridgs.
055098 ~ Both appweoaches to bridge cluttered with debris, but still intact.
05609, -~ Both bridges still intact. (About 2600° from probable impact).
Swall boats and debrig clog stream on both sides of bridges.
03609.;. ~ 100 percent destroyed (200 feet from probable imgact). :
062092 - Severely damaged - River is littered with debris (500° from prooa.ble mpact)
067092 ~ Dsstroyed, short span (20 percent on W bank still standing but appears as-
a shell (5007 frem probable impact). o
065087 ~ Severely damnged, sppears shattersd and inoperative. Considerable debris
directly dewnstream (500" from P.I.),
066083 - Bridge intact, slight damage visible (1200° fram P,I.).
062083 - Both approsches severely demaged. DBridge intact “ang in use (1400% from P.I
Bridges reported are covered by 4O phot.og;‘aphy.
General: & =mall river ¢raft in motion in harbor,
Fixe ia oil storage 600° S of P.T.
Tlectric Railuway Power Sictdon - Quited {(8100° S of P.I.}
Electric Power Generator - Destroyed (3000° S of P.I.)
Telephone Company - Destroyed {3000° E of P.i.)
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OF THIS WESSAGE, AND ITS . STAPE }
TRANSKISSION IN LITERAL PLAIN INCOMING MESSAGE bess ores DIST. .8
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TO NORNAL PROCEDURE FOR THE : RIS - BB1Y:
SAFEGUARDING OF XJLITARY BC/8 TME TYPED‘;
INFORNATION. . . Y
TELECON NBG NO. SUBFECT DATE Gﬂ_’
Fi-08-01 Cort'd f£rom Page 2 8 Augvm, 1%5

TO: INFO: FROM:

Hizoshima Gey Workas - Destroyed (§500% SE of P.I.
Hiroghime BR Station - Destroyed 110 000' of P.
R .Station - Destroyed (6ooo= N of P

No zetivity v.wible on railroads.

Very ?ew moving vehicles and people hve visible, wo moving streeteavs,
Two small fires are sbill smouidering near eenter of city

fverage maximum redius of destruction ~ 7,000°

Averaze maximom radius of damage — 9500°

No ¢loud visible in photography.
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{Thig tenhotive v'epa-’q ig sub,;rac’u o ehauge 2iter & noro detalled At
to ho cozgidered strictly as adwance informs tien)

Dapege 8 Hirvoshilma = 30,30 « Urban

208F SBH 43, & Lugust 1943, 50%th Bc(ga s
B wilt-up Arveas S3. e Total 6,9 85, His De :stroyeds Gokh Contiorets
Tar;ets dameged ©y ourrent gtrike, § numbered, O otaer.
Mmelifty and Limiteticus of Photegraphs: Good 247 sovor,
Demaged cargels aray ‘
Target 748 Avny Div. Hy,
Target 1869 Tjiina Shipbuilding C6.

‘i’m'f"eu £055 tildentified

Ted ook .L'.ufmji BAES

Targot 67&4 Signal Gorns ‘:'x‘d Lo,

Hobes Bas*amged area givon sbove {41 GHg. Wic; is thed
aro Geatroped, | Additiomsl damage io sevn cutslde This &
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