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Urfense Acainst Alom®c Bowub
(1} Air Installations wivigten, A0/Au-4 LA 18 Gent /4D
(2} uriice of Adr mnetnear, A SAL-4,
(3} Office of the Alr surereon, Al /As-l CCGNT e, 1
(4) Air Chemical Cffice, A/ ata=d, Lu Uol Launin/gu /12635
YR Iequirements division, A0/A8-3

1. Insofar as passive defense avainst the atonie bomh is concarned, there are
ihres nhenomena that bhear consideration:

a. ”{'—\at
b, Blasi
¢.- Poison {radiocsctivity)

Tt is apparent that aroinet atomic heat and blast, the only efective nassive counter-
measures will be thore derenses that can be prenaved helore an atonmic explosion,

guch as disnarsion, underground installations, etc. Fre—sexvlosion cunntermedﬂurna
agzainst radicaclivity can nrobuinly aleo be 1aipn. Hovever, thir office alss visualizes
a requiroment for the investipation of & defense syeien ara’ net radisaotivity altar

an atomic exnlosion. TIrior Lo a staterent of coecific requirenentis, a more thorsuch
tnowledra of the elfects of muclear radicactive naterials is requirved. whice the
rascnns*b*W*L1nﬁ for such a defense have not ret been ixed, it is & preliminary
assumtilon that the AAT hlql Ye responsible Tor ite own dipclallations arainst atonic
radisactivity.

3, thile the gecurity resmulations on atonie bonb continue to be necessary, it is
belieyed important at Lhis Lime that various offects of an aterdic explosion shoald be
ragnlued inlo aonventional oriteriz. In an effort Lo immlecent the barginnine of this
trend, radioactivity is referred to as a poison, a thoroush lnovirdye of vhich should
aventually e had by the Chemical bharfare Service,

3. tart A of the lar Department Hguipment doard “enort, <nted 29 Vavy 10406 bas been
avproved as a war Depariment noliey document. In Seetion T, Pert A, it is recormended
thal the Chemical harfare Service be charped with the responsibility for devising
defensive measures arainst Liolosical and chemical arente. The connotalion here is

that this responsibility shouls also include defenses acainsl nuclear radioactivity.

4. As is nointed out stove specific requirements Zfor radicactivity conntermeasures
cannot yet be staled. However, it is believed that this nroblem should he attacked in
the same mamnner as wore toxin rasesg sone vears aro. Therafore, helore iptellicently
rlanned counlermeasures arainct redipactivity can e wece, a thorough knovledzge of the
chenonenon must be sained, T4 is nV7~¢+PH that it will be nececcary Yor the Dhemical
barfare Sorvice (Possitly in conjunction with the Modlcal Upnd~tmnnt) Lo Torn an
educational nlan vith “he ‘ankattan Famineeringe s “1Pt vhereby tnch knowlsder man e
wroperly digsseminated. It is understood that e‘o“* radiolocy indochrination courses
By Lhe war and davy Deparinents Tor various Hlyh—lnvnl officers and civilians are haing
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or will be cenducted, Thene conpses obviously re-reszent only the becimnine ol vwhat
choulrd be an integrated rrovram directed toward the impartine o cuch krowledee as s
necessary [or tha Shemicul Varfare Service to carry ont its eesponsibilities in
connection with radioactivity. lpon the comnletion of sueh a4 nro~ram, the Chenmiszal
Garfare Sorvice (tihrourh the Air Chemical Cfficer) can, in ceniunclion with the ALF
(specifically Alr Installations livision, 10/ al-4, Orfice of &ir kn

Office of the Air Surseon, AC/AS-l and nequirementis Division, AD/AS
various nacessary defense reguirements,

sineer, AC/AGad, R
3) deternine the

5. It in requested that the Alr Chemical (ffiecer inplement ithe nlan discussed
above at the earliest poseible date and inform Lbis offMice of Lhe aclion heine taken,
this correspondence is rouled ULhrough Alr Tnstallations oivied

“oion, Gffice of Air mncineer,
and the Office of the Alr Durreon Doy informaticn and Cor anv comment ithey see it to nake,

f8/ villiam 7. imdnell, Jr.
S/ GColonel , Alr Lorpe
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