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1. From yarlous SOUl'ces this headquarters is aware 
that plans tor postwar atamic bomb program are imminent, 
i1' not actually in COlli'se ot preparation. The follow­
ing are the USABfAF observations upon this matter for-

o warded for your conSideration when the AAFts participa­
tion oomes up for disoussion: 

A. The effioaoy of tbe, atomio bomb has been 
established. 

B. It is essential to national security that U ,S. 
leadership ill this field be mainta1ned.· 

C. Tbe atomio bomb is essentially an ail' weapon. 
and therefore. 1 t is inoUll)bsnt upon the Al'III1 Air l:<~oI'ces 
to provide full cooperation to insure U.S. leadership. 

D •. Such leadership oan be continued by. 
(1) Contilluing an expanded AAF program on e. top 

priority war-time baSis. f2 ~ Maintaining and util1zilli present IIIlxperience. 

E. 'rnP~~~~~ ;~iii!!i;;e::~t~i;~~:~c;~l' expansion. 
(1) fhel'e mue~ be a plan for orderly tl'ansition 

from the present to a post-war baSis which envis10ns our 
ability on short notice to de11ver atomic bombs of the 
PM "N&aBSaJci" typ9. ConcurI'enll1y with trBin:mg in 
delivery of product~on atomic bom~s. it is essential 
that & Pl'ocrrun be carried on preferably at Ii trainll:1S 
base wh1ch 1.s aimed at lmprov~ the reliabIlity of every 
element of lons rangedo11very. Th1s work should be co­
ordinated closely with the related program of the atomic 
bomb aroup which will be directed toward slmpl1ficai;ion 

• 

01' the fi.eld auembly lfhile and, if ible, 
incl'e&sina the inherent l'dIab1l1 ~~~~i8[!.J.~~~!1. __ ---, 
in a device 01' such power. LASSIFIED 
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(2) T~ 509th Composite Bomb Group end assoc1ated 
units should remain 1ntact as Q nucleus for an expand0d 
pro~am. Unt1l such time as a. larse organization 1s de­
veloped, the 509thOompos1te Bomb Group should be main­
ta1Ded as a unit capable of be1.ng dispatohed to any 10-
oality bf all' for emplo~t aga1nst an enemy, 

. ()] ~' personnel exper1enoed in the project 
should remain in it tOl! some t:lma in the future. 

(~) Present epectal and organizat1onal equipment 
and su~p11es should rema1n available to the project. 

~5) The present program for develoPJllOnt and teste 
should be oontinued and pursued with vigor. 

F. III order 1;0 insure oontinued leadersh1p in the 
field of atom bomlJardmont, the tol.lowtng 18 requ1redz 

(1) A comprehensive plan tor an atomio bombardment 
organization, probably a w1.tl&. wl11h a.ttached units sut­
ficient to assure full mobility so 80 to render it capable 
of 1.tt.Im&d1ate independent operation in any part of the 
world. 

{2} An adequate prolFam for personnel tra1ning 
which must 1nclude .. PZ'OsrSlll of seleotion of personnel 
of all cat_sories, both officers and enlisted men. to 
be trained ror atomic work, and iii proaram ot collose 
courses by selected institutions to bo attended by the 
above personnel. 1'hase courses to include electronics. 
physiCS, metallurgy. chemistry, radio and other subjects 
related to atomic bombing. 

() Adequato bases tor traintng. 
(4) Adequate facilities for materiel development. 

~ design of the bomb and the design of the airplane 
to carry the bomb, probably will be closely related as 
lonS as the .bomb remains heavy-and awkWard. It is also 
true thattbe de81an of the airplane is affected due to 
the em~hasis on final reliability of delivery. 

\.s) :Adequate facUities tor tests. 
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(6) The determination of the mUitary character­
istics for an aircratt Bpcic1tiC/3.11y to be employed in 
atomic bombing. 

G. The proper 10c&.1;1on of post-war development and 
trainlng bases in the United States i8 essential to 
continued leadership in thb fleld. Such bases should: 

(1) Be accessible trom civilian scientIfIc centers. 
(2) Be removed from centers of population and air~ 

ways, but have aocd rail and road access thereto. 
(:5) Be in areas having excellent year around high 

altitude test weather. 
( 4) Be neu sea level. 
(5) Have large areas for maneuver and practice 

bomb1ng. 
B. From subparairaph G. abovo, it appears that the 

Victorville-palm Sprinss-Blythe-Muroc area is the best 
suited for the continued atomic bomb proarrun with eithex' 
Palm Spr1ngs or Victorville as the prinCipal base. 

r. Every- effort lJIU.Ct be l!II1d8 to avoid pOB t-war 
planning tor this project on too small a scale. In 
particular, a development slte must not be selected 
Which prevents expansion 01' full operation '!:Iecauae of 
terrain, populatIon centers, poor communication or con~ 
rlict with other government aS8ncies. 

J. 1'he above oomments cover only the MI<' partici­
patIon in the poat-war atomic bomb program, Officers 
are avallable In this theater who are qualified to 
discuss these mat~.rs in detail. 
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