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1. From various sources this headqusrters is aware
that plans for postwar atomic homb progren are imminent,
if not actually in coupse of preparation. The follow-
ing are the USASTAF observations upon this matter for-

" warded for your cousideration vwhen the AAF's participe~
tion comes up for dilscussion: : '

A. The efficacy of the atomic bomb has bsen
established. '

B. It is essential to national securlty that U.S.
leadership in this field be malntalned.

C. 'The atomic bomb is essentially an alr weapon,
and therefore, 1t is incumbent upon the Army Air Forces
to provide full cooperation to insure U.8., lecdership.

- D+ ' 8uch loadership can be cantinued by:

(1) Continuing an oxpanded AAF program ocn & top
priority war-time basis, _

(2; Maintaining and utilizing present sxperisnce.

3) Providing facilities and personnel for expsnsion.

In order to utllize present oxperience:

(1) There wust be a plan for orderly transitiom
from the pressent to a post-war bssis whlch envislions our
ability on short notice to deliver atomic bombs of the
™ "Nagasalki" type. Concurrently with training in
delivery of production atomic bombs, it 1ls essential
that 8 progrem be carried on preferably &% a training
base which iz aimed at improving the rellablilicy of every
alement of long renge delivery. This work should be co-
ordinated closely with the relaled progrem of the atomic
bowb group which will be directed toward simplification
of the field assembly while maintaining apd, if possibls,
increasing the inhersnt reliablility which is mandetory
in a deviee of such power, DECLASSIFIED
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(2) The 509th Composite Bomb Group and essociated
units should remain intact 23 & nuocleus for an expanded
program, Unti) such time as & large organization Is ds
veloped, the 509th Composite Bomb Group showld be maln-
talned as & unit capable of baing dispatched to any lo-

{3) AAF personnel experienced in the project
should remain in 1t for some tlms in the future,

{4#) Present special and orgenlzationsl equipment
and supplies should remain avallable to the project.

fs) The present program for developwont and tests
should be ocontinued and pursued with vigor,

P. In order o insure continuesd leadershlp in the

fleld of atom bombardment, the following 1s required:

(1) A comprehensive plen for an atomic bombardment
organization, probably & wing, with attached ualts suf- -
ficlent to assure full mobillity so as to rsnder it capable
of igmediate independent osperation ib any part of the
vorld. ' ‘

{2) An sdequate program for personnel training
which must include & program of selection of personnel
of all categories, both officers and enlisted men, to
be trained for atomic work, and & program of college
courses by selected institutions to be attended by the
above personunel., These courses to Iinclude electronics,
physiocs, metallurgy, chemistry, radio and other subjects
related to atomic bombing.

EB; Adequate bases for training.

4) Adequate facilities for materiel development.
The design of the bomb and ths design of the alrplane
to carry the bomb, probably will be closely related as
long as the bomb remains heavy and avkward. It is also
true that the design of the airplane is affected due to
the emphesis on final reliebllity of delivery.

5) :Adequate facilities for tests.
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{6) The determination of the mllitery character-
istics for en alrcraft spscificsally to be employed in
atomic bombing,

G. The proper location of post-war development and

continued leadership ir this fleld. Such bases should:

1; Be accessible from civilian sclentific centers,

¢) Be removed from centers of population and alr-
vays, but heve good rail and road &ccess thereto,

3} Be in areas having excellent yoar around high
altitude test weather.

Be ne&r ses level.

5) Have large areas for mansuver and practlce
bombing. _

H, From subparagraph G. above, 1t appears that the
Vietorville-Palm Springa~Blythe-Muroc area 1s the best
sulted for the continued atomlic bomb program with eithex
Palm Springs or Victorville as the principal base.

I. Every effort must be made to avold post-war
planning for this projsct on too amall a acale. In
particular, a devslopment site pust not be selected
which prevents expansion or full operation bscause of
terrain, population centors, poor communication or con-
fiict with other government agencies,

J. The above comments cover only the AAF partici-
pation in the post-war atomic bomb program. Officexs
are available in this theztsr who are quslified to
discuss these matters in detsall.
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