BEMORARDUM PORs THE CHIEP OF GTAFF, U. 8. AIR FORCE
SUBJECTs {Comtdentinl) Air Dofense Alert 1030 hours EST - € Dec 30

1. A% 1030 hours D87, & Haeﬂmber 195@, the Hemdquarters USAY
Coreand | ' Conmend Post of an air raid
mmip alert via direot telaphmie amimﬁm between Hemdquarters
GEAF maﬁ Besdguerters ConAC. The nessage from the ConAC Command Post

read an followss

"large number of unidentified airoreflt approaching
Yortheastern Us 5. at high altituds. Baatern Alr
Defense Command is taking astion to dispateh
intereeptors. HNHo remson to believe they are
friendly.”

2, Upon receipt of this informetion, the Headquarters USAF Command
Post notified The White House, key military personnel and key persomnsl
on the Secretarieas level us provided by cwrrent directives.

3« The ahronclogical list of events 48 as follows:

1030 ~ The air alert message received from ConAC.

1031 = The Executive Officer, Directorate of Plane was informed,

1082 « The White Houss was inlormeds

1032 « Colonel Melugh, who was present in the Command Post at this time,
left ths Command Post to notify the Vice Chief of Staff, Chiefl of
24afl and Seoretary of the Alr Forge.

1052 « Colonel Judy departed Yo advise the Deputy Chlel of Staff,
Operations and Genoral Ramey.

1052 = Deputy Director of Flans notified.

1082 - The Director of Intelligence was notified.

1032 - Zeoretary of the Alr Staff was notified.
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Capt Tiernan called ComAC Command Post to determine latest
status of the alerts ConAl advised that -

"Station 1 had a rader plot of 200 degrees
; and also thrse phase end three
tracks out of Station $80. six (6) in one
flight « undstermined number in other two
flights snd no altitude determined."

Gon Whitebead called and supplemented the ConAC message as followss

"estimate of 40 sircrart at 32,000 feet,
northeast of lLinestone, heading 200 degrees.”

The Coamaand Poegt notified the (ffice of the Chief of Stefrl,

Us Be Arsy, Eevy Duty Offiesr, CHD, the Office of the Secretary
of Defense and the Leputy Chief of Staffl, Materiel of the alert
and its present status.

The Assistent for Atomic Exergy was notified.

The Duty 0fficer of JUB, the Deputy Chief of Staff, Persommel and
the Duby Representative of CIA were notified,

Gen landry called snd stated the President had been notified of
the alert. Osu landry further informed the Commend Post that no
information would be given vut from The White House and that all
oalls would be referred to the Department of the Alyr Force. He
requested that the Department of Defense be notdfisd of this
arrangemsnt, (This actlon was completsd by memorandum st about
1120 hours).

The Department of Defense and Viee Chief of Staff, UBAF, were .
notified that The White House wae relemsing no infermation, but
referring all zatters to the Depariment of the Air Force.
The Yhite House was edvised of present stetus of the alert.
Hrector of Communications was notified.
Bireotor of Requirements was notified.
Gen landry called to inguire as to speed, tWps of mireraft, ete.
ConAC advised the Commend Post that -

Seriginal tracks (40) had faded cute They

have one (1) track tentatively identified

a5 C=47 flight on ATC clemrsnce from Linee

stone to Otls AF Bese. Fighters being veetored
to identify eireraft and/or original blips."

Director of Menpower and Orgsnisation notif{iede
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1106 = Current status of slert passed to The White House.

11090 - Gen Ramey informed of 11086 Conil nessage.

1120 - Cell to Conil requesting they notify us of any change in slert or

additional informationy

T 1122 ~ Lt Col laser, G5, Army, notified snd given latest informetion,

1125 » Admiral O*Regen, UPS 50, Havy, called end given latest information.

1126 - Gen landry cealled requsmating whereabouts of Uen Vendenberg.

Infornation given by Col Judy thet he was st the JUB meeting.

1130 « Capt Grantham, UBH, from The Thite House called for latest informefion.

1131 = Col Iesar, Army, requested where Station #60 is - information given

that ConAl held that informmtion.

1188 - Per instructions of Col Judy, Hq Commend Post called ConAC for

addi Hionel information in order that proper offices may be advised.
Telked to Maj Wells and he stated that no additional informatioh
was aveilable except that :

“yhe interception of the C«47 had been comple ted
and it was identified as s C«47 cut of Iimestone;
CondAC was still on alert status and it would be
three {3) hours before the alert ie called off,

. a8 a precautionary messure."

Col Judy instructed Haj mSelle that this procsdure was not
adviseble since the White House and other key persvunel had Leen
notified of the stabtus of the alert and that some decision had
to be rendered immediately. Gol Judy instructed Ma] Viells to
get nedessary deeision from Gen ¥hitehemd or other persons in
Hqs ConACe

1144 « Civil Defense Administration requested verificstion of euthenticity

of nlert message received and verification was glven.

1149 « Present status of the alert (1158) passed to Gen Landon and Gen fHmith

by Cel Winkles

1188 « Gen landry requested Col Judy %o call hime

1202 ~ Gen Everest contacted Col Ilarsmel, Comdl, mnd informed him that
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in light of present infermation he was poing te notify the White
House that the alert vancelled in the Weshingiton aree but Conil
eould continue it ae long sz they deemed necessarys
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1210 = Col Judy passed the fellowing messags o Gen landry at The dhite
Houge:

“Conki has somploted ldentification » Ldentified
sirplane in ares. Originsl blipe oo rader soreen
faded oub srd omrmot now be werified. Positive
fdentifisntion and interception has bee: msade ob
8 O-47, Dased on this, we will w&mw esnoel
the elsrt se fur s tids circudt 1s concerned here.
ConAl will eontinue incressed mmmmwm

1212 - losoage relayed to Oen lendon by Col Judyy

THechington slert osncelled. Intercept cumplete
on M%&w radar identificatdon turned out to
bo n Owg7y For information, Al met iz opemting
at a steppedeup rete for next & hours. GOeamersl
Laxdry, The #hite ﬁmw, rotified at 1210 thet
the slert iz off,”

1214 = In sccordance with Gen ﬁwﬁlm Instruetion et JUE meeting,
Col Judy cuntasted Kre Simmons for Gen Bradley at The Wkite
House thamt interception am&xm plane as fyriendly snd elert
is cancslled, Continusd stepped up surveillsnce besing malntoined.

1220 « Col Judy pontmoted Cen Dradley end reported the sotion taliem.

1216 = Gen Remey directed that Headquarters SAC, DOS/Uperetions be
rotified that «

"ihe Conal alert bed beso ceneelled snd thet
further sotion was belng taken to determine
the esuse of the aiwka i;‘a}. Hinkle fnformed
Col large at SAC Headgum '

1328 = Adm O'Regen notified thet alert is cancellsd,

A 4 Upon completion of telephone Wrmﬁaa between Ueneral
Everest acd Col Isreel, ConAC, it was determined that all apgencies
should be informed thet the alert ls mwl% The fellowing apevcies
were informed at times indicateds

8+ Deputy Chief of staff, Uperations (Jen Everest was present
in the Commarnd ¥eet)

be Vice Chief of S5wff « 1212 « Ool Harghall

ce Chief of Stafl = 1212 « Lt ol cherrill

ds  Seorolary of the Alr Foree » 1213 » ol Stesle
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B. All

Secretary of the Alr Staff - 1218 = Col Maddux

Direotor of Operstioms = 1325 ~ ¥aj Gen Ramey

Dirsctor of Intelligemce - 12268 - ¥aj Guimn

Director of Public Relations « 1227 - Ospt Selmels
Asslstaut for Prograuming ~ 1228 « Mej Gen Todd

Deputy Chief of Staff, Mabteriel - 1223 Col Odom

Deputy Chief of S%aff‘, Porsormel = 1250 =« Col Martin
Deputy Chief of Staff, Development -~ 1225 « Gen Yates
Director of Requirements = 1226 - Gen Breandt's Exweutive Officer
Director of Comunications - 1227 « Gen Farman's Secretary
Assistant for iAtomiec Energy - 1228 « lm] Gun Wilson

Director of Hsnpowsr and Orgsaigation - 1220 « Gen Lyneh'e
Secrstary

Aaai#wx& for Operations Analysis - 1230 - lr. Veatley
action related to this metbter was completed at 1230 hours

in the Hq USAF Command Post.

ﬁl&%ls‘gﬂﬁ;}/m R I ’H. .:EDWARDS h
i mg Lieutenant General, USAF a;io::s
s A Deputy Chief of Staffs, Oper o/
oy AFOIN
2 oys AFOPD
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